THE GRAND ALLIANCE
Anglo-Dutch control, and the guarantee of " a reasonable
satisfaction " for the Emperor out of the Spanish heritage.
He seems to have thought it just possible that Eugene's
victories in Italy, the process of forming the Grand
Alliance at The Hague, and the evident resolve of the Allies
to proceed to extremities would oblige Louis to agree in
August to the terms he had rejected in March. Soon after
his arrival at The Hague he informed D'Avaux of his instruc-
tions to travailhr d un accom\m\odement^ How far he expected
success is difficult to decide. " You may know," he wrote to
Godolphin,2 " as much of peace and war as we do here, for
the whole depends upon the French, for if they will not give
a reasonable satisfaction to the Emperor, you know what the
consequence of that will be." The issue was soon decided.
The French King refused to consider the Emperor's demands,
or even to admit to a conference the Ambassador of a Power
with whom, though not formally at war, his troops were already
engaged. On August 5 d'Avaux left The Hague for Paris.
Heavy fighting might now begin in the Netherlands at any
moment. Boufflers and Villeroy were known to be con-
sulting at Namur. The utmost vigilance was required.
Already on August i Marlborough had written to Sarah,
who was eager to join him at The Hague :
DlEREN
August i
*I came on Wednesday night to Loo, and yesterday to this
place, where I found the King ill of his knee. We all hope here
it*s the gout, and I think it is, but not in that violent degree that
others have it. He is now better, and it is to be hoped he will
not continue long lame, for the King of France has recalled his
ambassador from the Hague, so that now we shall quickly see
if he will begin the war, which makes rne with a good deal of
uneasiness tell you that you must defer your kind thoughts of a
journey to this country until I can let you know a little more
certainly how I shall be disposed of, for our actions now must
be governed by what France will think fit to do.
i D'Avaux to Louis XIV, August 4, 1701 (Legrelle, La Diplomat Jranfosst ft la
Succession de l'Espagney v, 146),
* July 18/29, 1701, Blenheim MSS.